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Two teams of Berry students,
in competition with more than
70 college and university teams
from across the U.S., captured
the top two prizes in a national
marketing competition spon-
sored last spring by the Direct
Marketing Educational
Foundation. Winning the Gold
Collegiate ECHO Award were
Ashlie Blout, Corey Braun, Joe
Fernandez and Andrea Lansford.
The Silver Collegiate ECHO
Award was secured by Scott
Bagwell, Meredith Bricker, Kelly
Talbot and Daniel Ulrich. Their
advisor was Dr. Vassilis Dalakas,
former assistant professor of
marketing.

Dr. Tommy Mew, professor
of art and director of the Moon
Gallery, held a solo show at the
Piscina Comunale Gallerie in

Milan, Italy, over
the summer. The
show was titled
“Baudelaire and
Rimbaud –
works on
paper.”

Berry’s freshman class
includes seven valedictorians
and four salutatorians. Thirty-
seven percent were in the top
10 percent of their high-school
class. Nearly 70 percent have
already had at least one leader-
ship experience, 10 percent
have been captain of an athletic
team, eight were student-
council president and 14 were
Eagle Scouts or Silver or Gold
Girl Scouts. A total of sixteen
countries are represented.

The
Berry
College
name
appeared
more than
once among
Georgia
Gov. Sonny

Perdue’s recent executive
appointments. Berry Board of
Visitors member Sunny Park
was named an at-large represen-
tative for the Georgia Ports
Authority while W. Glenn
Cornell
(62C), vice
chairman of
the Berry
Board of
Trustees,
received a
similar
appointment
to the
Georgia Golf Hall of Fame
Board.

MOSTINTERESTING!   

Berry College is keeping some excellent company in the 2005
edition of Kaplan’s Unofficial, Unbiased Guide to the 331 Most
Interesting Colleges. In addition to Berry, the list is populated by such
schools as Princeton, Harvard, Georgia Tech, Emory and The
University of Georgia. The designation also earned Berry a spot in the
Kaplan-Newsweek College Guide, which was on newsstands everywhere
this fall.

engaged against an armed enemy of the
United States.” Capt. Cantrell said he was
recommended for the award by his battalion
commander for his total service during the
assault and subsequent months in Iraq.

Airborne chaplains often are the first
soldiers on the ground and endure the same
hardships and dangers as all other soldiers.

wing
It was the largest

airborne assault
on a single drop
zone since World
War II. 

Under cover
of darkness early
on the morning of

March 26, 2003, nearly 1,000 members of
the 173rd Airborne Brigade blanketed the
skies as they jumped into northern Iraq to
establish the Coalition’s northernmost
offensive boundary. The assault, known as
Operation Northern Delay, also provided
strategic relief for Coalition Forces
advancing on Baghdad by forcing the Iraqi
army to maintain six divisions in the area to
protect their northern flank.

One of the “Sky Soldiers” that morning
was armed not with a gun but with a book.
Army Capt. Steven Cantrell (90C), a
battalion chaplain for 2-503d (Airborne)
Infantry, jumped into harm’s way with 
his Bible and earned a Bronze Star for 
his service.

The medal is awarded to individuals 
who, while serving in the U.S. armed forces,
have “performed a heroic act, meritorious

achievement or distinguished
service during armed conflict
or ground combat while

“We get muddy together. We jump out of the
airplane together,” Capt. Cantrell stated,
adding that although he does not carry a
weapon he does have an armed bodyguard,
his chaplain assistant, for protection.

As the 173rd Brigade moved through
northern Iraq, they seized the city of Kirkuk,
the northern oil fields, several military airfields,
thousands of enemy weapons and explosives,
and millions of dinars worth of terrorist
funds. They also defeated organized military
resistance and arrested hundreds of terrorists
and former regime loyalists, he stated. 

It was the people lining the streets that
made the strongest impression on Capt.
Cantrell, however.

“Hundreds of people stood for hours
waving at us,” he said. “It was absolutely
amazing.”

In early March 2004, the brigade was
redeployed to its home base in Vicenza, Italy.
According to published reports, nine if its
solders were killed and 95 were wounded in
action. Due to Capt. Cantrell’s efforts, many
brave men and women found spiritual peace
while living and working in the harshest of
conditions.

Capt. Cantrell earned a master of divinity
degree from the Church of God Theological
Seminary after his graduation from Berry. He
and his wife, Katherine, have four children.

Army Capt. Steven Cantrell (90C), a
battalion chaplain, walks before the
remains of a fallen comrade.
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Nathan Butzen (04C) was
one of four student-researchers –
and the only undergraduate –
selected from more than 300
submissions to receive the
American Psychological Society
Student Research Award. The
other winners were graduate
students working on their disser-
tations at New York University,
The University of British
Columbia and The University of
North Carolina at Wilmington.
Nathan presented his work and
answered questions at the
society’s annual convention in
Chicago.

Berry’s chemistry depart-
ment has emerged as a national
leader in a National Science
Foundation-funded initiative to
transform chemistry education
known as Process Oriented
Guided Inquiry Learning
(POGIL). This new teaching
method has been implemented
at Berry by Dr. Andrew
Bressette, associate professor and
chair of chemistry, and Dr. Ken
Martin, assistant professor of
chemistry. Because of their
success, Dr. Bressette was
invited to serve as a POGIL
consultant for a college in
Michigan. He also facilitated a
workshop for Michigan-area
chemistry professors to intro-
duce them to POGIL,
demonstrate how it has worked
at Berry and discuss how it
could improve student learning
at their institutions.
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