
Berry College Math Competition: Information 
 
Team: A team for this competition consists of up to eight students from invited schools. 

The Competition: The competition is divided into three sections. 
I) Written Test: The written test is taken by all team members.  Answers to the written test are 

scored by Scantron; therefore, students should bring a #2 pencil.  Calculators are not permitted 
on the written test; scratch work may be done on the written exam itself.  Students will have 
twenty minutes to complete the twenty questions of the written exam.  Each correct answer is 
worth five points; no points are deducted for incorrect answers.  No teamwork is allowed on the 
written test.  Students may keep the written test; but the Scantrons will not be returned. 

II) Ciphering Questions: This portion of the competition consists of ten questions distributed one at 
a time.  Answers to the ciphering questions should be placed in the rectangular area on the 
question itself.  Scratch work may be done on the question as well; but please note that the 
answer area should contain only the answer.  If the student needs more scratch paper, he/she 
should either bring scratch paper or use blank space on the pages of the written exam.  No 
teamwork is allowed for this portion of the competition.  Calculators are not permitted. Correct 
answers are worth ten points if collected during the first minute and five points during the 
second minute.  No points are deducted for incorrect answers. 

III) Team Questions: The final portion consists of a set of five questions that any four members of 
the team may work on; the teams have twelve minutes to complete the questions.  Each 
question is worth ten points, meaning a team may add up to fifty extra points to their school’s 
total score.  Only one set of answers will be collected for scoring.  Calculators are not permitted.  

Scoring: Individuals may score up to 200 points: 100 for the written test and 100 for ciphering.  The top four 
team members’ scores on both written and ciphering portions will count toward the team’s score.        

 Teams may score up to 850 points: 400 from team member written scores, 400 from team member 
ciphering scores and 50 from the team questions.  The team questions are a team effort of any four 
members of the team of the sponsor’s choosing.  Awards for teams are based on the total score. 

Tiebreakers:  It is often the case that ties occur for first, second or third places – in both individual scores and 
team scores.  In such cases, ties will be resolved in the following manner. 

I) Individual ties: Tiebreakers will be taken from the written exam in order of difficulty.  The order 
will be determined by the number of people that answered each question correctly, with the 
question(s) correctly answered by the fewest people considered first.   

II) Team ties: If teams tie, and there were no individual ties, tiebreakers will be taken from the 
written exam in order of difficulty, The order will be determined by the number of people that 
answered each question correctly, with the question(s) correctly answered by the fewest people 
considered first.  In the event there were individual ties, team tiebreakers will be taken from the 
ciphering questions in order of difficulty.  The order will be determined by the number of people 
that answered each question correctly, with the question(s) correctly answered by the fewest 
people considered first.    

Seating: During the written and ciphering portions of the competition, sponsors should seat their team 
members at different tables. 

Sponsors:  During the Written Test, sponsors will be provided refreshments in the room adjacent to the 
ballroom.  At that time, sponsors will receive a copy of the test along with an answer key.  This gives the 
sponsor the opportunity to anticipate questions (and perhaps complaints!) from their students, as well as to 
catch any mistakes that may have been made in the preparation of the test or key.  

Feedback:  Please let the faculty or student coordinator know of any errors on the written exam during the time 
students are taking the test of during the break between the written and ciphering portions.  Any other 
comments or questions are also welcomed. Feedback may be given directly at the competition or by e-
mailing jcochran@berry.edu. 

Thanks! Sponsors give extra time and energy to involve students in the math contest.  It is sincerely appreciated.  


