HEALTHY TOGETHER UPDATE
Please be sure to read through this week's entire email. Important information on end
of semester planning is included.
Here we are in November, with a little over two weeks of classes remaining on campus
before we break for the week of Thanksgiving, followed by a week of remote final
examinations. We are almost at the finish line!
We continue to have new cases on campus on a daily basis, six in the last week. For that
reason, we urge residential students to stay on campus as much as possible given that
the rates of infection remain exceptionally high in surrounding areas. Northwest Georgia
remains one of the COVID-19 hot spots in the state. Our ability to continue with athletic
practices, campus activities and visitation opportunities in November depends on our
maintaining low levels of exposure and transmission on campus.
You will remember that we tested all students when they arrived in August to be sure that
campus was safe. We want students to be equally safe when they return home at
Thanksgiving. For many, your holiday plans may include time with relatives who could be at
serious risk if you are positive for COVID-19.
Therefore, we will test all students again before the end of this semester.

TESTING DETAILS:
We will be partnering once more with the Northwest GA Department of Public Health
and the CDC.
Testing will be conducted on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, Nov. 17-19, in
the Cage Center arena. As in October, students will conduct paired nasal swabs: one

will be a point-of-care, rapid test with results in 15 minutes; the other will be a PCR test
with results provided before you depart campus. In order to expedite the testing
process (and shorten the lines), students will be able to sign-up in advance.
We will work with any student who has extenuating circumstances that would prevent
them from returning home on Nov. 20 due to testing positive or needing to quarantine.
Watch for an email from the President’s Office early next week that will provide details
about the testing and sign-up process.

We are grateful for the cooperation of these other agencies and plan to work with them again
when students return in mid-January. We may at that point be able to use just the rapid test
upon your return to campus.

COVID-19 BY THE NUMBERS
Confirmed cases of COVID-19 at Berry College are
added to this list when a new positive test is
reported. https://www.berry.edu/healthytogether/confirmed-cases
BERRY:
Moderate / Orange level of risk.
6 new COVID cases (4 students, 1 employee, and 1 WinShape employee) the week
of Oct 29-Nov 4
2 student cases the week of Oct 22-28
ROME/FLOYD COUNTY:
High / Red level of risk
12.3% positive tests in last 14 days (comparable to 12.8% from last week)
445 new COVID cases in the last 14 days (comparable to 450 from last week)
61 COVID cases in Floyd and Redmond hospitals (comparable to 57 from last week)

Weekend Fun!

CLICK FOR MORE EVENTS

End of Semester Planning
Don't forget to take your laptop and academic materials
home to prepare for finals.The ASC will continue to
provide support as well as help with any remote learning
issues. The Writing Center will also be available.
The residence halls will close at 6 p.m. on Friday,
Nov. 20.
For more details on these end of semester services
click here.

