
REGISTRATION INFORMATION & 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

Registration for one of the SOAR sessions is available via your Viking Web account beginning 
the first of April. All SOAR sessions are the same. There is no advantage to attending an early 
session. All new student schedules are made in May.  

Things to consider when registering for SOAR: 

SOAR and Summer plans 
We know that between graduation and summer vacation plans, it can be hard to determine the 
best SOAR session to register for. With that in mind, talk with your parents about family trips 
that have been planned or speak to your summer work supervisor about orientation prior to 
accepting the job. Even though we offer 4 SOAR sessions in June and strongly encourage 
students to attend SOAR in June, we know not everyone will be able to come. There is an 
August SOAR session that you can register for if the June dates conflict with your summer 
schedule.  

How do I change my SOAR date?  
If you need to change your SOAR date, call the Office of Admissions and they will schedule a 
SOAR date that works better for you.  

Sessions are created equally!  
Students attending the first SOAR session do not get the best classes or the best housing. In fact, 
Berry creates class schedules for entering students at the same time prior to SOAR. The best way 
to ensure your schedule reflects your interests is to complete the course registration form on 
VikingWeb as soon as you make your deposit to Berry. The same is true for housing! We house 
the entering class at the same time, so complete your housing preference information to ensure 
we know your preferences.  

Who do you bring to SOAR?  
SOAR is designed for parents and students. While it is an exciting time for your entire family, 
we encourage, and ask, that you limit guests to no more than 2 adults. The schedule is 
designed to be informational and engages both student and parent(s) in only two short days. We 
find that siblings have more fun experiencing the campus on move-in day than they do at SOAR! 

What should I wear? 
Dress is casual, so it is not necessary to dress up any of the activities. Dress for hot weather and 
be prepared for possible rain.  

Are my meals provided?  
You will have to get breakfast and lunch on your own the first day of SOAR. Your orientation 
fee covers the cost of dinner for you and two parents as well as breakfast and lunch on the 
second day.  



How do I change my major?   
Students will meet with their advisors during SOAR to confirm their class schedule for the fall. 
If they want to change their major they can do so during this time and can also change their 
classes if necessary.  

What is the foreign language placement test?  
Transfer students and incoming freshmen who have studied a foreign language in high school or 
at another college/university and want to continue study in that language at Berry College need 
to take the WebCAPE Online Placement Exam. This online exam is available in French, 
German and Spanish. You should take the online placement exam before coming to Summer 
Advising and Orientation (SOAR) so that you will know the foreign language class in which to 
register.  

Will I get to meet my roommate at SOAR?  
If your roommate for next year attends the same SOAR session as you, you will room with them 
during SOAR so that you can get to know them and discuss plans for your room.  

Will I get to see my residence hall room while I am at SOAR?  
The residence halls at Berry are used to accommodate a number of events on campus during the 
summer so most students will not be able to see their actual room. Residence Life will provide 
floor plans for all residence halls. You might also want to check out Residence Life’s web page 
for more information on what to bring, room layouts, etc.  

What are the overnight accommodations?  
All students will be staying in an assigned residence hall room on campus overnight. Parents will 
need to make arrangements for accommodations from the list of recommended Rome-area 
hotel/motels.  

Do I still stay overnight on campus if I am a commuter?  
All students stay on campus overnight during SOAR even if they will not be living in the 
residence halls in the fall. This gives every student the opportunity to participate in the late-night 
entertainment, socialize with the other incoming students, and get to know their SOAR leaders 
better.  

What kind of transportation is available to get to Berry from Hartsfield-Jackson Airport if 
I don't have a car?  
During the academic year, there are a number of students who travel to the airport or to Atlanta 
from Berry, so it might be most convenient to ask a friend. Otherwise, there is a couple of safe 
and affordable shuttle services that provide services to and from Hartsfield-Jackson Airport.   
 
Shuttle Tran                             Best Journey   
1-800-556-5466                       706-234-7337    
706-235-5466  

 

https://berry.edu/academics/humanities/languages/placementtest/

