Campaign Priorities

success
Develop leaders and entrepreneurs with character and compassion
Expand opportunities for students to invest in their own
Create places and spaces that spur student achievement
Meet current needs and fund future opportunities

GREAT
SPACES
INSPIRE
GREAT PERFORMANCES

T

he arts have found many
champions among Berry
alumni and friends as a priority
of LifeReady: The Berry College
Campaign for Opportunity.
Already, campaign gifts have
ushered in a new era for the
dramatic arts on campus
by funding the construction
of Sisters Theatre and the
renovation of Blackstone Hall.
Now the $5.3 million renovation
and restoration of Ford
Auditorium takes center stage
with commitments exceeding
$1 million. Here, talented
trumpeter Dr. Adam Hayes,
associate professor and chair of
the college’s fine arts program,
provides a personal perspective
on the need to complete fund
raising for a first-class venue
that will serve the needs of all
musicians at Berry.
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Dr. Adam Hayes

on the renovation of Ford Auditorium

Q:	Why is it important that the
renovation of Ford Auditorium be
funded and completed?
A:	Berry College has a thriving music
program with talented faculty and
students. We offer instruction for
strings, piano, guitar, woodwinds,
brass and percussion, with
distinguished artist faculty for each
area. We have 17 ensembles from
large to small, including the Berry
College Symphony Orchestra,
Wind Ensemble, Berry Singers,
jazz ensembles, concert choirs and
several chamber music ensembles.
On average, 10 percent of the student
population participates in musicmaking on our campus. They deserve
both an aesthetically pleasing and
acoustically vibrant performance
space.
Q:	What challenges does Ford
Auditorium currently present for
musicians and audience members?
A:	Currently, our choirs, guitarists
and some small ensembles choose
to perform in the Berry College
Chapel or Frost Chapel because
the auditorium’s acoustics do not
sonically support the extreme range
of loud and soft passages featured
in some performances. In addition,
the current stage is too small for
our large instrumental ensembles,
which often limits our programming
potential.
	 As for the audience experience,
the renovation will provide muchneeded upgrades to lighting, sound
reinforcement and climate control.
The lobby and bathrooms are also
included in the renovation, as well as
backstage spaces and the greenroom
for performers.

Q:	What excites you most about the
renovation plan?
A:	In my current role, I wear several
hats. As an educator, I am excited for
our current and future students to
have a world-class hall in which to
rehearse and perform. As coordinator
of fine arts programming for the
college, I am excited about having
a renovated performance space
for our three concert series and
student ensemble performances,
which, combined, total more than
40 concerts annually. As a recruiter,
I am excited about showing
prospective students why Berry is
a special place for music-making.
Lastly, as a performing artist, having
an acoustically pleasing home to
perform and record in would open
up many possibilities for professional
activity.
Q:	After the renovation, will Ford
Auditorium still be recognizable to
those who know and love it as a
symbol of Berry’s rich history?
A:	The building’s exterior will not be
altered. The “bones” of the building
will remain. The planned renovations
are to the interior. The new designs
smartly incorporate much of the
historic internal detailing, so it will
remain uniquely Ford.
Q:	How will the “new” Ford
Auditorium compare to recital halls
at other colleges in the state and
elsewhere?
A:	The Ford Auditorium renovation
plans are very well designed, and
acoustical engineers have been
part of the process. Aesthetically
and acoustically, we anticipate the
“new” auditorium to be first-rate and
comparable to the finest halls of its
size in the region.

Project at a glance
The renovation plan for Ford Auditorium
includes:
• Enlarged stage
• 366 seats in arched configuration
• Redesigned balcony
• High-performance acoustics
• Digital lighting and sound systems
• Climate-controlled instrument storage
• Renovated foyer/lobby
• Restoration of historical architectural elements

Q:	How will the renovation impact
Berry’s ability to draw top-quality
prospective music students?
A:	The need to stay up-to-date with all of
our facilities is paramount if we hope
to continue to attract top-quality
students. Much like with athletics,
recruiting for collegiate musical
talent is very competitive. Colleges
in the region are all recruiting from
the same pool of students, and
many of our rival schools around
the Southeast have state-of-the-art
facilities. This certainly impacts the
decision-making. Berry is widely
known for having a beautiful campus.
We need our facilities to match that
perception.

Editor’s Note: Visit berry.edu/
fordauditorium for more information
and project updates. Commitments
can be made online at berry.edu/gift.
Call Scott Breithaupt (91C, 96G) at
706-238-5897 to learn about naming
opportunities.
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